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    The Cranston Historical Society has owned and 

maintained the Joy Homestead since 1958.  Joy 
Homestead was its headquarters until the acquisition 
of the Governor Sprague Mansion in 1968. 

 
   The original part of the homestead is the small 

building where Job Joy and Rachel Westcott raised 
their ten children.  Their son Samuel Joy later built 
the farmhouse addition that can be seen from 
Scituate Avenue. 

 
   Rich in history this gambrel roof farmhouse now 

serves a greater purpose.  It is the setting for 
teaching elementary school children life as it was in 
the 1770's, when Cranston was just a newly 
incorporated town. Volunteers from the Society and 
children participate in various domestic arts from the 
period. These crafts include spinning wool, weaving 
and braiding, cooking and games of the period. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       For over twenty years the Society has used the 
Homestead as a background to address central 
themes and issues of American History important 
to the citizens of Cranston. 

   
       On June 18th, 1781 General Rochambeau and 
5000 French soldiers marched by the neighboring 
Nathan Westcott House and the Joy House on the 
way to victory in Yorktown, Virginia over the 
British.  
 
       The Society celebrates our historical date with 
a Rochambeau Biscuit Day on June 18th at the 
Homestead that is open the public. 
 
        Built in the middle 1700’s the house 
remained in the Joy Family until 1901 when the 
home and acres of surrounding land was sold to 
Henry Knight.  Later Knight sold the property to 
dairyman and future Mayor Albertus Colvin in 
1921.  Colvin divided the acres and sold them off.  
The Historical Society was delighted to acquire the 
homestead which still has many distinctive 
features historians find fascinating.   People 
restoring or living in early American houses enjoy 
visits to the Joy Homestead to view original 
woodworking and carpentry.   
 
        A National Register of Historic Place house, 
the Joy Homestead is also a Cranston Historical 
Local District protected by the City of Cranston’s 
Historic District Commission from any structural 
changes forever. 

 
  
 
 

 

Sprague Mansion 
Circa 1790 
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The Society meets the third Tuesday 
 in the months of  

 March through November 
at 7:30 p.m. 

at Sprague Mansion 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
The Sprague Mansion  

 
     The Sprague Mansion at the corner of Dyer 
Avenue and Cranston Street is the home and 
headquarters of the Cranston Historical Society. It 
is on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
     The house was built by William Sprague in 
1790 and remained the family homestead for 
several generations.  Originally, farming was their 
main interest. 
 
     However, in 1808 after machinery for spinning 
cotton was invented, the Sprague converted a 
small grist mill on the nearby Pocasset River into 
one of the first cotton mills in New England.  This 
was the beginning of the “Sprague Empire.” 
 
     The A & W Sprague Company was one of 
these mills and was located on the present site of 
the Cranston Print Works.  Its manor system in 
those days was duplicated in many other Sprague 
communities where workers lived, prayed and 
shopped on company property. 
 
     Through the years, the Sprague enterprises 
sprung up along rivers in Rhode Island and several 
other states and ultimately consisted of nine mills, 
controlling interest in many industries, railroads 
and three banks. 
 
     Along with the family fortune, the old 
homestead grew.  In 1864, a second section, 
containing a large ballroom for entertaining and 
several more bedrooms, was added by Colonel 
Amasa Sprague.  The home with its beautiful 
gardens became a center of social life in the 
community and a show place in the community. 

 
     The family produced two governors who also 
became United States Senators.  The first was 
William Sprague who served as governor from 
1838 to 1839.  The second Governor William 
Sprague was known as the “war governor” 
because of his heroic actions during the Civil War. 

 
     
 
    Because of a generally weakening economy 
following the Civil War, and heavily dependent on 
credit, the “Sprague Empire”, gradually crumbled, 
leaving only the Mansion as a symbol of its lost 
dynasty. 
     
    The old homestead was later acquired by the 
owners of the Cranston Print Works and served as 
a home for its superintendents until 1968.  Soon 
after this, the Historical Society purchased the 
property and restored it to much of its original 
elegance and is now much in demand for cultural 
civic activities. 
      
    Furnished throughout by gifts and items on 
loan, the Mansion hold relics of the Sprague 
family and the merchant princes of their era.  The 
extensive grounds include a large carriage house 
built by Colonel Sprague in 1864. 
     
    The Sprague Mansion is a living museum 
depicting the lifestyle of two Rhode Island 
governors.  The Cranston Historical Society uses 
the mansion for its monthly meetings as well as for 
many special events. It is also used extensively for 
civic meetings, weddings, receptions, birthday 
parties and other events on a rental basis. 
       
   The Mansion is handicapped accessible to the 
first floor and has a large lot for off street parking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
                                       

For information about renting the 
Mansion for your function or to 

arrange a tour please call. 
401-944-9226 
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